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The Road to Oxiana is a travelogue by Robert Byron, first published in
1937. It describes Byron's journey from London to Persia, through Turkey,
Syria, Iraq, and Iran. The book is considered a classic of travel writing, and
has been praised for its vivid descriptions of the people and places Byron
encountered.

Byron's journey begins in London, where he meets with a group of fellow
travelers. They set off by train, and travel through Europe to Istanbul. From
there, they embark on a ship that takes them to Beirut. From Beirut, they
travel by car to Damascus, and then on to Baghdad. From Baghdad, they
travel by boat up the Tigris River to Mosul. From Mosul, they travel by car
to Tehran.

In Tehran, Byron meets with the Persian poet, Forugh Farrokhzad.
Farrokhzad introduces Byron to Persian culture and literature. Byron is
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deeply impressed by Farrokhzad's work, and he begins to learn Persian.
Byron also meets with the Persian prime minister, Mohammad Mosaddegh.
Mosaddegh is a nationalist, and he is opposed to the British occupation of
Persia. Byron is impressed by Mosaddegh's sincerity, and he begins to
support the Persian nationalist movement.

Byron leaves Tehran and travels to Isfahan. Isfahan is a beautiful city, and
Byron is impressed by its architecture and its gardens. Byron also meets
with the local governor, who is a friend of Farrokhzad's. The governor
invites Byron to stay in his palace, and Byron accepts. Byron spends
several days in Isfahan, and he comes to love the city. He visits the
mosques, the palaces, and the gardens. He also meets with the local
people, and he learns about their culture and their way of life.

Byron leaves Isfahan and travels to Shiraz. Shiraz is another beautiful city,
and Byron is impressed by its wine and its poets. Byron meets with the
local poets, and he enjoys their company. He also visits the tomb of the
poet, Hafez. Byron is deeply moved by Hafez's poetry, and he begins to
write his own poetry.

Byron leaves Shiraz and travels to Persepolis. Persepolis is the ancient
capital of Persia, and Byron is impressed by its ruins. He visits the palaces,
the temples, and the tombs. He also learns about the history of Persia, and
its culture. Byron is deeply moved by his visit to Persepolis, and he begins
to understand the importance of Persia in the history of the world.

Byron leaves Persepolis and travels to Yazd. Yazd is a desert city, and
Byron is impressed by its architecture and its people. He visits the
mosques, the bazaars, and the gardens. He also meets with the local



people, and he learns about their culture and their way of life. Byron is
deeply moved by his visit to Yazd, and he begins to appreciate the beauty
of the desert.

Byron leaves Yazd and travels to Kerman. Kerman is a beautiful city, and
Byron is impressed by its gardens and its people. He visits the mosques,
the bazaars, and the gardens. He also meets with the local people, and he
learns about their culture and their way of life. Byron is deeply moved by
his visit to Kerman, and he begins to understand the importance of Persia
in the history of Islam.

Byron leaves Kerman and travels to Bandar Abbas. Bandar Abbas is a port
city, and Byron is impressed by its ships and its people. He visits the
mosques, the bazaars, and the gardens. He also meets with the local
people, and he learns about their culture and their way of life. Byron is
deeply moved by his visit to Bandar Abbas, and he begins to understand
the importance of Persia in the history of trade.

Byron leaves Bandar Abbas and travels to Bushehr. Bushehr is a small city,
and Byron is impressed by its simplicity and its people. He visits the
mosques, the bazaars, and the gardens. He also meets with the local
people, and he learns about their culture and their way of life. Byron is
deeply moved by his visit to Bushehr, and he begins to appreciate the
beauty of the Persian Gulf.

Byron leaves Bushehr and travels to Baghdad. Baghdad is a large city, and
Byron is impressed by its size and its people. He visits the mosques, the
bazaars, and the gardens. He also meets with the local people, and he
learns about their culture and their way of life. Byron is deeply moved by



his visit to Baghdad, and he begins to understand the importance of Persia
in the history of the Arab world.

Byron leaves Baghdad and travels to Damascus. Damascus is a beautiful
city, and Byron is impressed by its architecture and its people. He visits the
mosques, the bazaars, and the gardens. He also meets with the local
people, and he learns about their culture and their way of life. Byron is
deeply moved by his visit to Damascus, and he begins to understand the
importance of Persia in the history of the Middle East.

Byron leaves Damascus and travels to Beirut. Beirut is a modern city, and
Byron is impressed by its energy and its people. He visits the mosques, the
bazaars, and the gardens. He also meets with the local people, and he
learns about their culture and their way of life. Byron is deeply moved by
his visit to Beirut, and he begins to understand the importance of Persia in
the history of the world.

Byron leaves Beirut and travels to Istanbul. Istanbul is a beautiful city, and
Byron is impressed by its architecture and its people. He visits the
mosques, the bazaars, and the gardens. He also meets with the local
people, and he learns about their culture and their way of life. Byron is
deeply moved by his visit to Istanbul, and he begins to understand the
importance of Persia in the history of Europe.

Byron leaves Istanbul and travels to London. London is a large city, and
Byron is impressed by its size and its people. He visits the museums, the
theaters, and the gardens. He also meets with the local people, and he
learns about their culture and their way of life. Byron is deeply moved by



his visit to London, and he begins to understand the importance of Persia in
the history of the world.

The Road to Oxiana is a classic of travel writing, and it is a must-read for
anyone who is interested in the history and culture of Persia. Byron's
writing is vivid and engaging, and his descriptions of the people and places
he encountered are unforgettable.
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