
Golf Architecture in America: Its Strategy,
Construction, and Annotated
Golf architecture is the art of designing and building golf courses. It is a
complex and challenging task that requires a deep understanding of the
game of golf, as well as the principles of landscape architecture. In
America, golf architecture has a long and storied history, dating back to the
late 19th century. Some of the most famous and iconic golf courses in the
world are located in the United States, including Augusta National Golf
Club, Pebble Beach Golf Links, and Pine Valley Golf Club.
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The Strategy of Golf Architecture

The strategy of golf architecture is to create a course that is both
challenging and enjoyable to play. A well-designed course will provide a
variety of challenges for golfers of all skill levels. It will also be visually
appealing and offer a variety of scenic views. There are a number of
different factors that go into creating a good golf course strategy, including:
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The length of the course. The length of a golf course is measured in
yards, and it can vary from 5,000 to 7,000 yards or more. The length of
a course will affect the difficulty of the course, as well as the amount of
time it takes to play.

The number of holes. A golf course can have 9 or 18 holes. The
number of holes will affect the length of the course, as well as the
amount of time it takes to play.

The layout of the holes. The layout of the holes on a golf course is
determined by the architect. The architect will take into account the
natural features of the land, as well as the desired difficulty of the
course.

The hazards. Hazards are obstacles that can make a golf course
more challenging. Hazards can include bunkers, water, and trees.

The greens. The greens are the most important part of a golf course.
They are where the player tries to putt the ball into the hole. The
greens are usually made of grass, and they can be very fast or very
slow.

The Construction of Golf Courses

The construction of a golf course is a complex and time-consuming
process. It can take several years to complete a new course, and it can
cost millions of dollars. The first step in the construction process is to clear
the land. This involves removing any trees, brush, or other vegetation from
the site. Once the land is cleared, the architect will begin to lay out the
holes. The architect will use stakes and flags to mark the location of the
tees, greens, and hazards. Once the layout is complete, the construction
crew will begin to build the course. This involves grading the land, installing



drainage systems, and building the greens and bunkers. The final step is to
plant the grass and trees.

Annotated Bibliography of Golf Architecture

There is a wealth of information available on golf architecture. The following
is a list of some of the most important books and articles on the subject:

"Golf Architecture in America: A Comprehensive History" by Geoffrey
S. Cornish and Ronald F. Kirby (1997)

"The Architecture of Golf Courses" by Robert Trent Jones Jr. (1990)

"The Golf Course" by Tom Doak (2009)

"Golf Course Design" by Jack Nicklaus (2011)

"The Complete Guide to Golf Course Design" by John Bredemus
(2014)

These books and articles provide a comprehensive overview of golf
architecture, from its history to its design principles. They are essential
reading for anyone who is interested in learning more about this fascinating
subject.
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