
**Getting Up and Down: Ken Venturi's Journey
from Golf Star to Broadcast Legend**

Ken Venturi's journey to golf stardom and broadcasting fame was marked
by both triumph and resilience. From his humble beginnings in San
Francisco to his unforgettable 1964 U.S. Open victory, Venturi's legacy in
the world of golf remains unparalleled.
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**Early Life and Golfing Prowess**

Born in 1931, Venturi grew up in the Bay Area, honing his golfing skills on
the public courses of San Francisco. His natural talent and relentless
determination soon caught the attention of golf coaches and fans alike.

Venturi's competitive fire burned brightly, leading him to victories in
numerous amateur tournaments. In 1952, he earned a spot on the U.S.
amateur team and later triumphed in the NCAA championship, cementing
his status as one of the most promising young golfers in the country.

**Professional Triumphs and Trials**

Venturi turned professional in 1956 and quickly rose through the ranks. He
claimed several victories on the PGA Tour, including the 1956 Phoenix
Open and the 1960 Western Open.

However, Venturi's early success was marred by a series of injuries and
personal challenges. He suffered a broken leg in a car accident in 1957
and endured a battle with alcoholism. Despite these setbacks, Venturi's
unwavering spirit kept him going.

**The 1964 U.S. Open: A Defining Moment**
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In 1964, Venturi found himself on the cusp of history. He entered the U.S.
Open at Congressional Country Club as a long shot, but his determination
and perseverance would forever etch his name in the annals of golf.

Venturi battled through rain and high winds to take a two-stroke lead
heading into the final round. On the treacherous 18th hole, he faced a
difficult downhill putt for par. With the crowd holding its breath, Venturi
calmly sank the putt to secure his first Major championship.
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Ken Venturi's iconic moment of victory at the 1964 U.S. Open.

**Broadcasting Career and Legacy**

Following his playing career, Venturi seamlessly transitioned into
broadcasting, joining CBS in 1966. His unique insights, sharp wit, and
infectious enthusiasm quickly made him a beloved figure in the golf
commentary world.

Venturi's broadcasting career spanned several decades, during which he
covered some of the most memorable moments in golf history. His
signature catchphrases, such as "best in the world" and "getting up and
down," became synonymous with the sport.

Venturi was also a passionate advocate for junior golf and the development
of young players. He established the Ken Venturi Golf Academy in 1975,
providing guidance and inspiration to aspiring golfers.

**Personal Struggles and Inspiration**

Throughout his life, Venturi faced numerous personal challenges, including
prostate cancer and a debilitating stroke in 1989. Despite these setbacks,
he remained an indomitable spirit, using his platform to inspire others.

Venturi's resilience and determination became a beacon of hope for those
facing adversity. He continued to work as a golf commentator until his
passing in 2013, leaving behind a legacy of excellence both on and off the
course.

****



Ken Venturi's journey from golf star to broadcasting legend is a testament
to his talent, perseverance, and unwavering optimism. His unforgettable
U.S. Open victory and his insightful commentary have left an indelible mark
on the world of golf.

Beyond his accomplishments, Venturi's spirit and resilience continue to
inspire countless individuals, serving as a reminder that even in the face of
adversity, it is always possible to get up and down.
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